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Bus and coach industry news
7 May 2009

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio
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April big bus registrations up 53%
•
Last year’s orders still support strong big bus registrations.
•
April’s coaches down 46% to 69 units due to major impact of recession.

•
Small minibuses down 53% to 54 but larger single-deckers up strongly.

“April’s big bus registrations show the benefits of last year’s strong sales but the recession has hit the coach and small minibus sector hard,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Manufacturers are increasingly worried about falling orders, so it is imperative that the government takes action to restore confidence among bus and coach operators.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to April 2009
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.

The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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April 2009 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	April
	% change*
	Year to date 2009
	% change*
	RYT 2009
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	827
	- 10.2%
	2,969
	- 22.7%
	9,572
	- 23.7%

	Buses above 8.5t
	422
	53.5%
	1,357
	35.0%
	3,531
	32.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	54
	- 53.0%
	177
	- 75.8%
	981
	- 72.3%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	282
	- 30.0%
	1,146
	- 30.1%
	4,296
	- 15.4%

	8.5 – 16t
	132
	76.0%
	461
	53.2%
	1,266
	25.9%

	16t +
	126
	50.0%
	391
	33.0%
	790
	7.5%

	Single-deck buses total
	594
	- 12.3%
	2,175
	- 26.6%
	7,390
	- 29.0%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	164
	41.4%
	505
	23.2%
	1,418
	61.7%

	All buses
	758
	- 4.4%
	2,680
	- 20.6%
	8,808
	- 22.0%

	All coaches
	69
	- 46.1%
	289
	- 37.8%
	764
	- 39.4%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	5
	- 0.0%
	10
	- 65.5%
	68
	- 26.1%

	Coaches 16t+
	64
	- 48.0%
	279
	- 36.0%
	696
	- 40.4%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
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Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to Apr 2009
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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Media contact:
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